March 12, 2005

Richard Mathews

Program Manages- Nattonal Crgasic Program
USIDA-AMSTMP-NOP

Reots: 4008-South Buflding

140} Independence Avenue, SW

Washingrton, 1DC 282500020

Re: Support of NOSB’s recommendation for a tule change

Dlear Mr. Mathews
T am writing to express full support of the Natonsl Organie Standerds Board’s recommendation for s rale change & NOSBS
guidance comments regarding pastire requirements for the Natiomal Organic Program. As 2 consumer, ! dersand that the
USDIA organic seal represents the true meaning of “organic” which includes pasturing of animals as ontlined in NOSHEs
tecommendation. :

Providing cows with access to pasture assures that organic princinlés are being met, with o iterrekied sysietn between the
arirmals and the land, working from the soff up to promote an interdependent commumity. Pasteer provides benefits 1o cows
that include sproved foot and leg strenpth, reduced breeding problesss, less stress, tower culling rates, and enhanced
inmunity. Ruminues with access to pasture helps 1o ensure an organic production systés that provides Feing conditions that
altow animals to satisfy thefr natural behavior pattesns, provides the animals with preventytive health care benefits, and
improves hmane animal care snd theit welfare. : :

These benefits are passed down 1o cotsumers through mere nutritions milk. A tecent sty conduceed by the Dianish Institure
of Agricultneal Research tested milk from cows farmed organieally and found that it was 50%% igher in Vieamin E 75% higher
in beta carotene and higher in omega 3 essental Fatty acids than conventiong] milk. This sty thed these gualities to ofganic
cows having room to grave and a diet high in forage, fresh grace and clover. :

Amtmals utthzing pastare aaturally also yvoids the concentration of manure ssues associsted with dry fot production. Altowitg
the cows to go to thetr food rather than bringing feed to the cows substantially reduces the use of nor-renewable resources
and machimery required for feed transportation. : :

Responsible sotive management of quality pasture is an excelfent way oo soprove soil guatity. Careful rotation of pastuse
ensutes maximmn uiitzation of the capmre of solar enetgy, the basis of growing food. Alowing some pasture aress to be
taliow tor & poron of the season benefits blodiversity by providing habitar for grassland bitds.

[ firenly believe requinng pasture for nibninants promotes @ sustainable agricalwral systers, providing maltiple benefits to the
aimals, environment snd consumers & organic products. Por these reasons, reeprEost i*‘a:ar the Natonal Ormnie Program
accepts NOSE's recomunendation for & rule change and the dmft auidance cormment that siates gerazedt feed must provide o
signtficant portion of total feed requirements, including dueing the stage of Iactation. Thete organic sundards are what is
expecied of orgatic farms, and of the USDA organic seal and should not be compromised.
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